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the message of his Master, Sri Ramakrishna, which
proclaimed the truth and fundamental unity of al!
religions. The classes grew so rapidly that they soon
overflowed the small upstairs room. and the large
double parlors below were engaged. In them the
Swami taught until the end of the season. The
teaching was entirely free, the necessary expenses
being met by voluntary contributions. These proving
insufficient to pay the rent and provide for the
maintenance of the Swami, the classes came near
ending for want of pecuniary support. At once the
Swami announced a course of public lectures on
secular subjects for which he could receive remunera-
tion, and so earned the money to support the religious
classes. He explained that the Hindus regarded it as
the duty of a religious teacher not only to freely give
his teaching, but also if he possibly could, to bear the
expenses of his work. In former times in India, it was
even customary for the teacher to provide a home
and food for his students.

By this time some of the students had become so
deeply interested in the Swami's teachings that they
were desirous to have them continued through the
summer. He, however, was tired after a hard season's
work and at first demurred against prolonging his